
at the same time, contribute to attaining the objectives of 

the plan and, then, to expedite the land ac quisition process . 

They might want to ca lion professional land use planners for 

assistance in the first stage . 

Ce r tain locations where se rious lan d assembly problems might 

arise a re s uitable for interim use as c ustomer parking even 

though their long - range development potential is as s ignifi

cant as retai l ing l ocations, s uch as o pp osite the Courthouse 

and between F ourth Street a n d the T e lephone Building. Such 

sites mig ht be acquire d as soo n as possible a nd im proved for 

parking, with the intention of mov ing the parking to a nother 

location when the more appropria t e retailing d e velopment be

c ame feasib l e . T he co st o f paving s uch a s ite for park i ng 

would be negligible in com parison with the potential benefits 

to be derived from s uch a n a rrangement . The City i s no t per

mitted to buy real es tate an d hold it for future development; 

this would be co nsidered s peculation . But the City may, under 

ce rtain con ditions, provide o ff-street parking. 

North Carolina municipalities o ffer two kinds o f functions o r 

se rvices. Most a re wha t a r e ca lled governmen tal func tions. 

which a re se rvices private individuals ca nnot prov ide, like 

police protection a nd s treet ma intenance, a nd which a re paid 

for directly from tax revenues. The o thers, calle d p roprietary 

f unctions, a re se rvices which a re some times provi ded by p rivate 

en terprises, as is the case wi th water sup ply and of f-street 

parking, among o thers . Before i t can establish an o ff-street 

parking facility, the City Co uncil must pass a resolution 

which ex presses their co nclusion, based on the opinions o f 

c itizens ex pressed in a public hea ring to which all are in

v ited an d o n s tudies by q ualified ex perts such as the infor 

ma tion presented in this report, that the faclilty is necessar y 

for the public c onvenience a nd welfare. The Coun c ll must then 

provide for financing the cost of the parkin g fa c ilit y, uSln g 
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